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far greater army than Harms had had not long since, when he sailed
out of Africa into Italy, and caused a revolution in Rome, and him-
self, of a fugitive outlaw, became a tyrant. Pompey, therefore, hav-
ing prepared everything with the utmost speed, left Memmius, his
sister's husband, governor of Sicily, and set sail with one hundred
and twenty galleys, and eight hundred other vessels laden with pro-
visions, money, ammunition, and engines of battery. He arrived with.
his fleet, part at the port of Utica, part at Carthage; and no sooner
was he landed, but seven thousand of the enemy revolted and came
over to him, while his own forces that he brought with him con-
sisted of six entire legions. Here they tell us of a pleasant In-
cident that happened to him at his first arrival.
Some of his soldiers having by accident stumbled upon a treasure,
by which they got a good! sum of money, the rest of the army hear-
ing this, began to fancy that the field was full of gold and silver,
which had been hid there of old by the Carthaginians in the time of
their calamities, and thereupon fell to work, so that the army was
useless to Pompey for many days, being totally engaged in digging
for the fancied treasure, he himself all the while walking up and
down only, and laughing to see so many thousands together, digging
and turning up the earth. Until at last, growing weary and hope-
less,, they came to themselves and returned to their general, begging
him to lead them where he pleased, for that they had already received
the punishment of their folly.
By this time Domitius had prepared himself and! drawn out his
army in array against Pompey; but there was a watercourse be-
twixt them, craggy, and difficult to pass over; and this, together with
a great storm of wind and rain pouring down even from break of
day, seemed to leave but little possibility of their coming together;
so that Domitius, not expecting any engagement that day, com-
manded his forces to draw off and retire to the camp. Now Pompey,
who was watchful upon every occasion, making use of the oppor-
tunity, ordered a march forthwith, and having passed over the toi>
rent, fell in immediately upon their quarters. The enemy was in
great disorder and tumult, and in that confusion attempted a re-
sistance; but they neither were all there, nor supported one another;
besides, the wind having veered about beat the rain full in their faces.
Neither indeed was the storm less troublesome to the Romans, for
that they could not clearly discern one another, insomuch that even
Pompey himself, being unknown, escaped narrowly; for when one of
his soldiers demanded of him the word of battle, it happened that he
was somewhat slow in his answer, which might have cost him his
life.
The enemy being routed with a great slaughter (for it is said
that of twenty thousand there escaped but three thousand), the army